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Statement at the opening of the Expert Team on Maritime Safety Services 

Third Session  
By

E. Cabrera

Chief Marine Meteorology and Ocean Affairs Division

World Meteorological Organization

(St Petersburg, Russian Federation, 4-8 October 2010)

Profesor Ivan Frolov, Director AARI,

Mr Henri Savina Chair Person _____________

Colleagues, and guest 

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It is a pleasure for me to address the opening of the Expert Team on Maritime Safety and Services meeting, in the historical city and port of  St Petersburg. On behalf of the WMO Secretary General, M. Michel Jarraud, I welcome you for your participation in this important event. I would like also to express our appreciation to the Artic and Artic Research Institute (AARI) and to the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring of
Russian Federation (Roshydromet),  for host and organize this meeting, as part of the long-standing contribution and commitment to the Marine Meteorology and Oceanographic activities, provided by the Russian Federation. 
The WMO Marine Meteorology and Oceanography Programme, which since 1999 is coordinated through the Joint WMO/Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (IOC) Technical Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM), play today a vital role in supporting these activities and in contributing to the sustainable use of oceanic resources.  Observations collected by ships, coastal stations, drifting and moored buoys and satellites, as well as specialized products and services, are used in weather forecasting and the issuance of early warnings, in climate research and in support of marine operations. 

The continued provision of safety-related weather and oceanographic services is a fundamental activity of Joint WMO-IOC Commission on Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) and the coordination of global operational marine meteorological and oceanographic products and services. Products and services include warnings of gales, storms, severe tropical weather systems such as typhoons, hurricanes and tropical cyclones, wind waves and storm surges, and other hazardous phenomena at sea, information on sea ice conditions and other products disseminated through the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS). 

In this sense and as expressed by the Chairman and the preparatory documents prepared for the meeting, the work of the Expert Team and the deliverables and agreements to be reach after the session, are of a higher importance for the marine community, including the Implementation of the GMDSS in the Arctic Areas
WMO has provided a long-standing cooperation with the International Maritime Organization, and other concerned organizations. One clear example in support of the mariners is the: MSC/Circ. 1017, to enhance the maritime safety at sea in support of the SOLAS convention. The real time observations are essential for the provision of weather forecast services to the mariner, including the Maritime Safety Information forecasts and warnings issued by the international NAVTEX and Safety NET systems. 

JCOMM was now engaged in coordinating the development and certification of QMS for maritime safety services s while making every effort to continue to deliver quality maritime safety products to the mariners and IMO/WMO Worldwide Metocean Information and Warning Service Resolution, is in process to adoption.
 Dear Colleagues and Guest, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In concluding, I wish to thank your organizations for the major contributions made over the years and I am confident you will continue to support the objectives of the WMO Marine Meteorology and Oceanography Programme, for the benefit of all Members. I would like to express our sincere appreciation to the Russian Federation and the local organizers, Dr Vasily SMOLYANITSKY and ___________for the organizational effort put into the preparations and logistics for this meeting. I also wish to assure you that the Secretariat will provide you with all the support that you may need for a successful session outcome. 

Thank you.

