
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA, 1974  

THE CONTRACTING GOVERNMENTS,  

BEING DESIROUS of promoting safety of life at sea by establishing in common agreement uniform principles and rules 
directed thereto,  

CONSIDERING that this end may best be achieved by the conclusion of a Convention to replace the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960 taking account of developments since that Convention was concluded,  

HAVE AGREED as follows: etc.  

CHAPTER V  

SAFETY OF NAVIGATION   

Regulation 4  

Meteorological services  

(a) The Contracting Governments undertake to encourage 
the collection of meteorological data by ships at sea and 
to arrange for their examination, dissemination and 
exchange in the manner most suitable for the purpose of 
aiding navigation. Administrations shall encourage the 
use of instruments of a high degree of accuracy, and shall 
facilitate the checking of such instruments upon request.  

(b) In particular, the Contracting Governments undertake 
to co-operate in carrying out, as far as practicable, the 
following meteorological arrangements:  

(i) To warn ships of gales, storms and tropical storms, 
both by the issue of radio messages and by the display of 
appropriate signals at coastal points.  

(ii) To issue daily, by radio, weather bulletins suitable for 
shipping, containing data of existing weather, waves and 
ice, forecasts and, when practicable, sufficient additional 
information to enable simple weather charts to be 
prepared at sea and also to encourage the transmission of 
suitable facsimile weather charts.  

(iii) To prepare and issue such publications as may be 
necessary for the efficient conduct of meteorological 
work at sea and to arrange, if practicable, for the 
publication and making available of daily weather charts 
for the information of departing ships.  

(iv) To arrange for selected ships to be equipped with 
tested instruments (such as a barometer, a barograph, a 
psychrometer, and suitable apparatus for measuring sea 
temperature) for use in this service, and to take 
meteorological observations at main standard times for 
surface synoptic observations (at least four times daily, 
whenever circumstances permit) and to encourage other 
ships to take observations in a modified form, particularly 
when in areas where shipping is sparse; these ships to 
transmit their observations by radio for the benefit of the 
various official meteorological services, repeating the 
information for the benefit of ships in the vicinity. When 
in the vicinity of a tropical storm, or of a suspected 
tropical storm, ships should be encouraged to take and 
transmit their observations at more frequent intervals 
whenever practicable, bearing in mind navigational 
preoccupations of ships' officers during storm conditions.  

(v) To arrange for the reception and transmission by coast 
radio stations of weather messages from and to ships. 
Ships which are unable to communicate direct with shore 
shall be encouraged to relay their weather messages 
through ocean weather ships or through other ships which 
are in contact with shore.  

(vi) To encourage all masters to inform ships in the 
vicinity and also shore stations whenever they experience 
a wind speed of 50 knots or more (force 10 on the 
Beaufort scale).  

(vii) To endeavour to obtain a uniform procedure in 
regard to the international meteorological services already 
specified, and, as far as is practicable, to conform to the 
Technical Regulations and recommendations made by the 
World Meteorological Organization, to which the 
Contracting Governments may refer for study and advice 
any meteorological question which may arise in carrying 
out the present Convention.  

(c) The information provided for in this Regulation shall 
be furnished in form for transmission and transmitted in 
the order of priority prescribed by the Radio Regulations, 
and during transmission "to all stations" of meteorological 
information, forecasts and warnings, all ship stations must 
conform to the provisions of the Radio Regulations.  

(d) Forecasts, warnings, synoptic and other 
meteorological reports intended for ships shall be issued 
and disseminated by the national service in the best 
position to serve various zones and areas, in accordance 
with mutual arrangements made by the Contracting 
Governments concerned.  

Regulation 5  

Ice patrol service  

(a) The Contracting Governments undertake to continue 
an ice patrol and a service for study and observation of ice 
conditions in the North Atlantic. During the whole of the 
ice season the south-eastern, southern and south-western 
limits of the regions of icebergs in the vicinity of the 
Grand Banks of Newfoundland shall be guarded for the 
purpose of informing passing ships of the extent of this 
dangerous region; for the study of ice conditions in 
general; and for the purpose of affording assistance to 
ships and crews requiring aid within the limits of 
operation of the patrol ships. During the rest of the year 
the study and observation of ice conditions shall be 
maintained as advisable.  

(b) Ships and aircraft used for the ice patrol service and 
the study and observation of ice conditions may be 
assigned other duties by the managing Government, 
provided that such other duties do not interfere with their 
primary purpose or increase the cost of this service.  

Regulation 6  

Ice patrol. Management and cost  

(a) The Government of the United States of America 
agrees to continue the management of the ice patrol 



service and the study and observation of ice conditions, 
including the dissemination of information received 
therefrom. The Contracting Governments specially 
interested in these services undertake to contribute to the 
expense of maintaining and operating these services; each 
contribution to be based upon the total gross tonnage of 
the vessels of each contributing Government passing 
through the regions of icebergs guarded by the Ice Patrol; 
in particular, each Contracting Government specially 
interested undertakes to contribute annually to the 
expense of maintaining and operating these services a 
sum determined by the ratio which the total gross tonnage 
of that Contracting Government's vessels passing during 
the ice season through the regions of icebergs guarded by 
the Ice Patrol bears to the combined total gross tonnage of 
the vessels of all contributing Governments passing 
during the ice season through the regions of icebergs 
guarded by the Ice Patrol. Non-contracting Governments 
specially interested may contribute to the expense of 
maintaining and operating these services on the same 
basis. The managing Government will furnish annually to 
each contributing Government a statement of the total 
cost of maintaining and operating the Ice Patrol and the 
proportionate share of each contributing Government.  

(b) Each of the contributing Governments has the right to 
alter or discontinue its contribution, and other interested 
Governments may undertake to contribute to the expense. 
The contributing Government which avails itself of this 
right will continue responsible for its current contribution 
up to 1 September following the date of giving notice of 
intention to alter or discontinue its contribution. To take 
advantage of the said right it must give notice to the 
managing Government at least six months before the said 
1 September.  

(c) If, at any time, the United States Government should 
desire to discontinue these services, or if one of the 
contributing Governments should express a wish to 
relinquish responsibility for its pecuniary contribution, or 
to have its contribution altered, or another Contracting 
Government should desire to undertake to contribute to 
the expense, the contributing Governments shall settle the 
question in accordance with their mutual interests.  

(d) The contributing Governments shall have the right by 
common consent to make from time to time such 
alterations in the provisions of this Regulation and of 
Regulation 5 of this Chapter as appear desirable.  

(e) Where this Regulation provides that a measure may be 
taken after agreement among the contributing 
Governments, proposals made by any Contracting 
Government for effecting such a measure shall be 
communicated to the managing Government which shall 
approach the other contributing Governments with a view 

to ascertaining whether they accept such proposals, and 
the results of the enquiries thus made shall be sent to the 
other contributing Governments and the Contracting 
Government making the proposals. In particular, the 
arrangements relating to contributions to the cost of the 
services shall be reviewed by the contributing 
Governments at intervals not exceeding three years. The 
managing Government shall initiate the action necessary 
to this end.  

Regulation 7  

Speed near ice  

When ice is reported on or near his course the master of 
every ship at night is bound to proceed at a moderate 
speed or to alter his course so as to go well clear of the 
danger zone.  

Regulation 8  

Routeing  

(a) The practice of following, particularly in converging 
areas, routes adopted for the purpose of separation of 
traffic including avoidance of passage through areas 
designated as areas to be avoided by ships or certain 
classes of ships, or for the purpose of avoiding unsafe 
conditions, has contributed to the safety of navigation and 
is recommended for use by all ships concerned.  

(b) The Organization is recognized as the only 
international body for establishing and adopting measures 
on an international level concerning routeing and areas to 
be avoided by ships or certain classes of ships. It will 
collate and disseminate to Contracting Governments all 
relevant information.  

(c) The selection of the routes and the initiation of action 
with regard to them, and the delineation of what 
constitutes converging areas, will be primarily the 
responsibility of the Governments concerned. In the 
development of routeing schemes which impinge upon 
international waters, or such other schemes they may wish 
adopted by the Organization, they will give due 
consideration to relevant information published by the 
Organization.  

(d) Contracting Governments will use their influence to 
secure the appropriate use of adopted routes and will do 
everything in their power to ensure adherence to the 
measures adopted by the Organization in connexion with 
routeing of ships.  

(e) Contracting Governments will also induce all ships 
proceeding on voyages in the vicinity of the Grand Banks 
of Newfoundland to avoid, as far as practicable, the 
fishing banks of Newfoundland north of latitude 43deg. N 
and to pass outside regions known or believed to be 
endangered by ice. 

 


